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Music Studio Policy 

Please read carefully!! 

First of all thank you so much for putting your faith in me as a teacher. It really is an honor and I look forward to working together.  It is my 
primary goal that we work together in an inspiring way to both create and enjoy music. However the fact also remains that this is my business 
and way of livelihood. As a professional I think it is important to have a clear policy and set of procedures which will not only ensure my ability 
to continue having a successful studio but also to avoid any potential misunderstandings or conflicts. Please take a few minutes to carefully 
review this policy. I hope this will be beneficial for both you and I so we can focus on the music!  
Thanks for understanding. 

THE STUDIO WEBSITE 

I maintain a separate dedicated studio website apart from my regular website. You may access this website by logging on to 
www.apianist.musicteachershelper.com.  When you register for lessons you will be issued a unique user name and password. You will not have 
access to any other student’s information. It is completely private and confidential. It is completely optional but there ere you can do things like 
track your fees paid, print off receipts. You will receive an automated email when any payments have been cashed. 

BILLING POLICY 

I bill on a monthly tuition system that doesn’t vary. Usually this means 4 weekly lessons but on occasion it may be 5.. I don’t teach on major 
holidays so there is a slight chance you might have only a 3 week month once in a while. The fee is paid on the first lesson of a new month and 
does not vary whether you missed a lesson in the previous month or don’t plan on using all the lesson slots in the new month. It doesn’t 
change around holiday seasons like Christmas or March break. This is a monthly tuition system and as such always remains the same.. I hope 
you understand this is my business and as such I need to maintain consistency in order for it to be viable. 

It has been my experience that the occasional 5 week month tends to even things out in terms of lessons that might have been 
missed. 

PAYMENT METHOD. 

I am fine with checks, cash, or online payments. Currently I work with PayPal, Zelle, and Venmo.  

MISSED LESSONS BY TEACHER 

Any lessons missed by me for any reason will of course not be charged and you will be issued a credit for the full value of the missed lesson. 
(one quarter of the monthly tuition) I will usually try and find a time to make up the lesson but if it is not convenient for you of course a full 
refund will be given. 

ATTENDANCE and MAKE UP LESSONS 
  
I cannot promise make up lessons. However, I do try to have some flexibility as follows: You can always ask if I have any other time available 
that same week on my regular lessons days or (sometimes if I am around on another day I can schedule you in) in which I case I would be 
happy to change your time. In most cases this works out. Note that for at your home lessons it can be more challenging for me to reschedule 
as I live in Loveland but again if there is a reasonable opening when I am in your area I promise to try and fit it in. 

Monthly tuition rates for 2020 - 2021 weekly lessons 

30 minutes – 104. 00 per month  
45 minutes –  145.00 per month 
 
In Home surcharge –30.00 a month (Only charged once per household i.e. more than one student the charge still remains only 30.00).  

http://www.apianist.musicteachershelper.com


ALTERNATE BILLLING ARRANGEMENTS 

If you feel for whatever reasons that you need to set up an alternate system due to work or lifestyle etc we can always talk about that. I am 
certainly also flexible in knowing that in some situations it might need to be something like 3 weeks a month or even week to week.  

NOTICE FOR MISSED LESSONS 

I would greatly appreciate a quick phone call or voice message as soon as possible when you know you will have to miss a session. If you do 
wish to terminate your lessons I would appreciate two week’s notice as I may having a waiting list and be able to fill that slot. 

THE SUMMER  

Piano lessons continue as usual during the summer months. This is a private piano studio and does not follow any type of "academic school 
year".   

If you do feel like you will be away a lot on vacations etc. we can always talk about week to week for the summer.  

PARKING  

You can park anywhere in front of my home or in the driveway.  

ONLINE LESSONS 

For online lessons here are some helpful suggestions. 

 - As much as possible have a quiet environment. 

- Consider investing in a bit of equipment. It really is not that expense. Things to consider purchasing are: 
-

-  some kind of external microphone that you can plug into your device. This greatly improves the sound. 
- An external camera, preferable with some kind of longer tripod to get a better angle of the keyboard. 

- If possible avoid other internet use during the lesson, especially things like streaming movies! 

WHAT IF I HAVEN’T PRACTICED ALL WEEK? 

That is no problem. I will not be upset at you in any way. I know we all have busy lives. It is also no reason to feel like a lesson would be a 
waste of time. There are always things to work on and the goal of each lesson is not to see how much great progress you have made in 6 days! 

CONTACTING ME 

I am here for you!  I am always happy to chat and answer questions. If I can’t answer of course just leave a message. My cell number is 
970-988-9551. My email is gschmidtmusic@gmail.com 

MY PLEDGE 

I promise to give my very best and to provide professional instruction. I promise to be flexible as to your needs and goals. I am always open to 
changes and wanted to make your studies both as fruitful and productive as possible. I will also do my best to make it a fun experience in an 
accepting and patient environment. Thanks so much for your trust allowing and allowing me the privilege of working with you.  

Check out my website at www.apianist.com. It has lots of info, videos and recordings of myself, updates on upcoming concerts etc! 

Thx so much and it truly is an honor and joy to teach you or your children piano! 
Gary
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